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LOCAL MP DISAPPOINTED AT TREASURY RESPONSE ON GROWTH DEAL 

Ayr, Carrick and Cumnock MP Corri Wilson is calling on Conservative MSPs across Ayrshire to 

‘step up’ their backing of the Ayrshire Growth Deal, following the Treasury’s response to her 

parliamentary question on the plan this week. 

 

Ms Wilson questioned the Chief Secretary to the Treasury, David Gauke MP, on what progress the 

UK Government is making on the proposed joint business venture between the three Ayrshire local 

authorities. The growth deal aims to secure £350 million of funding from the Scottish and UK 

Governments to develop projects and help transform the economic prospects for Ayrshire. 

 

The plan has already received support from the Scottish Government, and Corri Wilson, along with 

her parliamentary colleagues from across Ayrshire, is keen to obtain a similar commitment from the 

UK Government to help move the process forward. 

 

Speaking after the Treasury questions session, Corri Wilson MP said: 

 

“The Ayrshire Growth Deal has the potential to transform Ayrshire in terms of creating 

transport links, jobs, homes, skills and economic prosperity, but it needs UK Government 

backing to get off the ground. 

 

“City and regional growth deals in Scotland need a tripartite agreement between local 
authorities, the Scottish Government, and the UK Government. The strategic business case 
for the Ayrshire Growth Deal was submitted to both the Scottish and UK Governments for 
consideration in the autumn. The three local councils are backing this deal. The Scottish 
Government is backing this deal. But the UK Treasury seem to be dragging their heels. 
 
“All four Ayrshire MPs have been doing all we can to secure UK Government backing for 
these proposals, and in January I wrote to local MSP John Scott to enlist his help in 
persuading his UK Government colleagues of the merits of the plan. While I have yet to 
receive a response, I am sure he is as keen as I am for this deal to bear fruit.  
 
“Ayrshire has the potential to be lead the way when it comes to the regeneration of rural and 
coastal regions, and support of the Ayrshire Growth Deal would signal a clear commitment to 
our rural communities. The time has now come for Conservative MSPs in Ayrshire to step up 
to the plate and to use what influence they have to push for both Ruth Davidson and the 
Treasury to back the deal.” 
 

….ENDS 
Notes to Editors: 

 Full text of the Treasury Questions exchange can be viewed at 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2017-02-28/debates/4AD12DA2-2F86-4CDE-8DC0-
1423543E8334/AyrshireGrowthDeal 
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