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LOCAL MP ADDRESSES UNITED NATIONS INQUIRY BRIEFING 

Ayr, Carrick & Cumnock MP Corri Wilson has called for immediate action from the 
Government over the damaging impact cuts to social security and wider austerity policies 
are having on the lives of disabled people. 
 
Corri Wilson MP - the SNP’s spokesperson for Disabilities - has addressed a briefing in the 
House of Commons on the findings from the United Nation’s Disability Committee inquiry 
under Article 6 of the Optional Protocol of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (CRPD) which was launched after members of the public raised concerns about 
the impact of UK Government policy on disabled people over a number of years. 
 
The inquiry was the first time a state has ever been investigated in this way, meaning the UK 
is now the first state in the world where the UN has found evidence of “grave and systematic 
violations” of disabled people’s rights.   
 
Corri Wilson MP issued the call for action at yesterday’s (Tuesday) event - “Grave and 
systematic violations: what next after the UK disability inquiry?” and was joined by speakers 
from other parties, the Equality and Human Rights Commission and disabled people and 
their families who gave evidence to the inquiry. 
 
Speaking at the event, Corri Wilson MP said: 

“The findings of the UN report lay bare the reality of how the Tories are undermining 
the rights of the disabled people by imposing their obsession with austerity and social 
security cuts on some of the most disadvantaged people in our society. 
 
“It is clear that this Government have a blatant disregard for the impact their cuts 
agenda has had on disabled people’s lives. They obsess over the cost of everything 
but they know the value of nothing, with absolutely no thought for the human cost 
their policies have on disabled people and their families. 
 
“The words “grave or systematic violations” of the Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities should have set alarm bells ringing for Tory ministers but 
instead there was a complete lack of response over these failings. 
 
“This is totally unacceptable and makes the need for change even more 
pressing. The time for talking is over - what we need now is immediate action from 
the Government to reverse the devastating cuts to support for disabled people. 
 
“I am proud of the Scottish Government’s work to create a system with dignity and 
respect at its core - which includes the SNP’s Disability Action Plan. This clear 
commitment to halve the disability employment gap between disabled people and the 
rest of the workforce is a significant step forward in improving the lives of disabled 
people in Scotland.” 
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