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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

MPs AND LOCAL BUSINESSES MEET OVER BREXIT CONCERNS 

Three of Ayrshire’s SNP MPs, Alan Brown (Kilmarnock & Loudoun), Dr Philippa Whitford 
(Central Ayrshire) and Corri Wilson (Ayr, Carrick & Cumnock) hosted a meeting on Thursday 
(13th) with local businesses to discuss the impact of Brexit on their futures in the area. 

The event, which was attended by leading figures in business from across Ayrshire, was 
convened at NATS in Prestwick and included presentations, a panel discussion and a 
question and answer session. 

The discussion was dominated by concerns around the future relationship between the UK 
and the EU, and doubts that any new trade deals would provide the same benefits as those 
already in place. The implications of Brexit for farming, which plays a major role in Ayrshire’s 
economy, and education were repeatedly raised, highlighting the uncertainty facing these 
important industries. With no clarity from the UK government on the status of EU nationals 
living and working in Scotland post-Brexit, attendees also voiced their concerns around 
workforce shortages and the need for an arrangement that allows young people to travel 
abroad for work. 

Speakers included Hisashi Kuboyama from the Federation of Small Businesses, Joan 
McAlpine MSP, Convenor of the Scottish Parliament’s European and External Affairs 
Committee, and Calum Kerr MP, the SNP’s spokesperson for the Environment & Rural 
Affairs at Westminster. 

Ms Wilson said: 

“It was a pleasure to meet with the business leaders and entrepreneurs who 
contribute so much to our area. The high turnout reflected the real and 
understandable fears around Brexit and what the future holds for businesses in 
Ayrshire and across Scotland. It shows that the UK government has failed to 
reassure industries, that there is a lack of confidence in the UK’s negotiating abilities, 
and that business owners, and the public in general, need answers from the 
government fast. 

“Listening to the deep concerns of the businesses that are so vital to Ayrshire’s 
economy was troubling. I will, however, take on board all the issues discussed and 
ensure that these inform our actions going forward. As the UK government enters the 
negotiating phase, my SNP colleagues and I will be holding the government’s feet to 
the fire to ensure that the needs of Scottish businesses are not forgotten.” 

Dr Whitford said: 

“I was delighted to have the chance to engage with so many local businesses from 
such a wide cross-section at this morning’s event. The aim was to capture challenges 
and opportunities across different business sectors to ensure we get them on the 
agenda at both Westminster and Holyrood.  

“Over the last nine months, different issues have arisen that were not necessarily 
considered prior to the Referendum last June. While, as politicians, we are already 



aware of some of the key aspects of Brexit, it is important that businesses and 
institutions bring forward their concerns to make sure they are dealt with during the 
negotiations. 

“It was a very positive and constructive meeting, and I would like to thank NATS for 
hosting the event and all the speakers including Hisashi Kuboyama of FSB Scotland 
for presenting the key findings of their ‘Keep Trade Easy’ report which looks at what 
small firms want from Brexit, and Joan McAlpine MSP, Convener of the Europe and 
External Relations Committee at the Scottish Parliament, for updating delegates on 
the work of the Committee on Scotland’s future relationship with Europe.” 

Mr Brown said: 

“It was great to have so many representatives from across the business spectrum 
come together today to discuss their concerns and aspirations in relation to Britain’s 
exit from the EU. It is important that we continue this vital dialogue to ensure that the 
SNP is able to amplify the voice of Scottish businesses in Brexit negotiations to make 
sure we get the best outcome possible for Scotland.” 
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