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LOCAL MP MEETS LEADING DISABILITY GROUP  

ACTION NEEDED ON INCREASING BARRIERS TO INCLUSION FOR DISABLED PEOPLE 

Ayr, Carrick & Cumnock MP Corri Wilson has met with Dr Karen Horridge from Disability 

Matters in London this week to discuss the needs of people with disabilities, and the impact 

of the UK Government’s policies on the lives of disabled people.  

Disability Matters, which provides online resources for those who work with disabled children 

and young people, and their families, published the report Disability Matters in Britain 

2016 in November. The report highlights the continuing challenges facing people with 

disabilities and what steps must be taken to improve their standard of living. 

Commenting after the meeting, Corri Wilson MP said: 

“Today’s productive and insightful meeting showed plainly that the UK Government is 

failing disabled people across the country.  

“The Disability Matters in Britain 2016 report illustrates that attitudes towards 

people with disabilities in the UK must change, and that problems with the transition 

from child to adult disability services must be addressed. 

“I was pleased to raise the issue of invisible disabilities – conditions such as autism 

or Crohn’s disease which cannot be seen – and noted the lack of awareness in this 

area. Much more action is required to help sufferers of invisible disabilities, for 

example those who are incredibly vulnerable in the criminal justice system.  

“Until this Government stops seeing disabled people and their families as a soft 

target, I will continue to fight for the rights and dignity of some of society’s most 

vulnerable people.” 

Dr Karen Horridge, Clinical Lead for the Disability Matters Programme and fellow of the 

Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health (RCPCH) said: 

“Disability Matters in Britain 2016 reveals that our society still has a long way to go 

before we can truthfully say that disabled people are valued as equals. Although 

many good examples of inclusive practice were unveiled and celebrated in the report, 

the young people, parents and carers surveyed also spoke of their frustration and 

disillusionment at the increasing barriers to meaningful inclusion. That’s why we’re 

calling on service providers across the country to learn from best practice and take 

the necessary – often small – steps to ensure that they are fully inclusive. 

“By using our online resources service providers can reflect, challenge and positively 

change their own fears, ideas, attitudes and beliefs towards disability. Just 20 

minutes spent working through one e-learning module has the power to transform 

perceptions and enhance so many lives, giving disabled people the quality of life they 

rightly deserve.” 

….ENDS 

 



Notes to Editors: 
 

 The Disability Matters e-learning resources (www.disabilitymatters.org.uk) provide 
engaging e-learning resources, advice and information for anyone who works, 
volunteers or engages with disabled children, young people and their families. 


