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LOCAL MP BLASTS TORIES FOR ABANDONING REFUGEE 
CHILDREN  

 
Ayr, Carrick and Cumnock MP Corri Wilson has criticised the UK Government for 
refusing to take a fair share of unaccompanied child refugees. 
 
The Tories voted down an amendment to the Immigration Bill this week that would 
have required the UK to accept at least 3000 child refugees, providing safety and 
stability to children for whom conflicts in their home countries are far beyond their 
understanding or control.  
 
The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and Save the Children 
estimate that there are currently 24,000 unaccompanied refugee children in Europe. 
The UK Government has so far failed to make any clear commitment to resettle its 
fair share of these vulnerable youngsters. 
 
Tabled by Lord Dubs, himself a refugee who arrived in the UK as one of almost 
10,000 Jewish children saved by the Kindertransport in 1939, the amendment was 
defeated by 294 votes to 276.  
 
Speaking after the debate, Ms Wilson said: 

 
“By refusing to give shelter to children fleeing war, the UK Government have 
yet again shown a complete lack of compassion. By failing to act on this 
issue, they have condemned thousands of refugee children to a desperate 
future. An estimated 10,000 children disappeared in Europe last year. 
Unaccompanied child refugees are at risk of trafficking, sexual exploitation 
and abuse, and this Government is failing them. 
 
“We have a moral obligation to these vulnerable kids. They have lost 
everything, and they need our help. By abdicating responsibility, the UK 
Government has failed to show the leadership that is needed to tackle this 
humanitarian crisis. 
 
“The government may have narrowly won the vote, but it is a hollow victory 
and to their shame. Scotland remains ready to do its bit by accepting our fair 
share of these child refugees, and I and my SNP colleagues at Westminster 
will continue to push for the UK Government to act.” 

 
 


