
30 March 2017 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

UK GOVERNMENT MUST BACK AWAY FROM ILL-JUDGED PIP CUTS 
 
Local MP Corri Wilson has called on the UK Government to “back away from ill-judged and 
ill-thought-out” cuts to Personal Independence Payments and to bring forward a vote to 
annul the changes during an emergency debate in the House of Commons on Wednesday. 
 
MPs were granted an emergency debate on the changes to PIPs, which largely impact those 
with mental ill-health conditions after UK Ministers refused to allow a vote on “emergency 
legislation” introduced to tighten the criteria for the payment. 

 
The cuts come after the UK Government’s work and health green paper promised no further 
cuts to social security during this parliament. 
 
Corri Wilson MP, the SNP’s Disabilities spokesperson at Westminster, has previously written 
to Work and Pensions Minister Damian Green calling on him to rethink the cuts. 
 
Speaking in the debate, Corri Wilson MP said: 
 

“While it is shameful that the UK government has shied away from scrutiny on these 
changes to Personal Independence Payments for so long, what’s even worse is the 
utter lack of compassion from the Tory benches over these cuts.  
 
“PIPs are supposed to support people with the additional costs of disability and yet 
the UK government is determined to ignore the ruling from the Upper Tribunal court 
and deny those who suffer from mental health conditions such as anxiety and panic 
attacks the higher rate of PIP that they are entitled to. 
 
“This Tory government cannot simply change the goalposts for disabled people every 
time it loses a battle in court and fails to defend its ideologically driven obsession with 
austerity.   
 
“The Tories must back away from these ill-judged and ill thought-out changes which 
they seem determined to bulldoze through, regardless of the views of MPs and the 
public and bring forward a vote to annul the regulations.  The bottom line is that these 
changes are being implemented to save the UK government money - no matter the 
cost to our communities and those with mental health conditions.” 
 

 

….ENDS 

 


