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LOCAL MP SEEKS ANSWERS ON UNIVERSAL CREDIT 
 

Local MP Corri Wilson has called for answers from the new Work and Pensions secretary 
Stephen Crabb over the “Universal Credit catastrophe”. 

The Tories’ flagship new benefit has been plagued with delays and hundreds of millions of 
pounds of taxpayers’ money has been written off for IT failures yet Stephen Crabb insists 
that he remains fully committed to the rollout – now expected to be completed by 2021. 

Corri Wilson, MP for Ayr, Carrick and Cumnock, has written to Stephen Crabb to ask how he 
will protect low-income workers from cuts to the work allowance.    

Commenting, Corri Wilson MP, said: 

“The Tories remain absolutely committed to Universal Credit even with the almighty 
mess that Iain Duncan Smith left behind him at the Department for Work and 
Pensions - which just goes to show how wedded they are to austerity.  It clearly 
doesn’t matter to the Tories who is in charge, as long as the ideological cuts 
continue. 

“The Tories’ austerity agenda is being made out of choice rather than necessity. The 
Universal Credit idea once sold as a simpler system, aimed to ease entry into work 
and increase the incentive to work, is about to backfire. 

“But any benefit of the new system has been tarnished by the Summer Budget, as 
even though the cuts to tax credits have been scrapped, they will continue in 
Universal Credit, leaving a much less generous benefit than tax credits. 

“If Stephen Crabb really wants to sort out the mess that Iain Duncan Smith left 
behind, he needs to take action to protect low-income workers, particularly to support 
lone parents and second earners. 

“I have written to Stephen Crabb, asking for answers on how he intends tackle this 
pressing issue and if he will look again at the devastating consequences the cuts to 
work allowances will have on families across the UK. 

“There needs to be a fundamental rethink on the Tories’ flagship welfare reform and 
Stephen Crabb must outline exactly how he intends to solve the Universal Credit 
catastrophe.” 

 


