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CORRI WILSON MP CALLS FOR PUBLIC RESPONSE ON RAPE CLAUSE POLICY 

Corri Wilson, local MP for Ayr, Carrick and Cumnock, has called on her constituents to help reject 

plans from the Tory Government to restrict tax credits to two children and introduce a ‘medieval’ 

rape clause for vulnerable women who have been raped. 

Last year the UK Government announced plans to restrict tax credits to two children and force 

women to provide evidence of exceptional circumstances, such as rape, to claim tax credits for a 

third child from April next year.   

Ms Wilson believes that women having to prove that they had been raped to civil servants in order 

to receive social security payments is morally wrong and would cause needless additional trauma, 

as well as being completely unworkable in practice. SNP politicians have also branded the two child 

policy as being ‘tantamount to social engineering’. 

After 15 months of SNP campaigning, the UK Government has finally relented and put the policy out 

to public consultation. Now, Ms Wilson is calling on constituents to respond and reject the proposals 

before the consultation closes on Sunday 27th November. 

She is urging constituents to email caxtonhouse.childelementconsultation@dwp.gsi.gov.uk and 

place on record their fundamental opposition to the policy. The full consultation document can be 

viewed at www.gov.uk.   

Commenting, Corri Wilson MP said: 

“For fifteen months, the SNP has been fighting this Government’s medieval plans to 

introduce a rape clause and a two child policy, which is tantamount to social engineering. 

"It has been suggested by the Government that a letter be issued to survivors of rape which 

they could keep to prove they were exempt from the two child policy and could be presented 

as and when required. This is totally unacceptable and I'll be making that point in my own 

submission. 

"One question this Government can't answer is how limiting tax credits to two children per 

family fits in with its family test for policy. Put simply, this policy is anti-family and will 

stigmatise children. 

"Faith leaders across Scotland also believe that this policy would directly discriminate 

families who, for religious reasons, might have larger families. There are just far too many 

unanswered questions and concerns around this policy. I am hopeful that by putting this out 

to consultation, the UK Government will finally realise that this policy is unworkable and 

immoral. I would therefore encourage everyone to respond and help defeat this appalling 

proposal.” 

 

….ENDS 
 

For more information contact Lindsay Cunningham on  

01292 288623 or 07508 374832  

mailto:caxtonhouse.childelementconsultation@dwp.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.gov.uk/


Notes: 

 

1) A photograph of Corri Wilson MP holding the consultation document is attached for 
use.  There are no copyright restrictions on use of this photo. 
 

2) The full Government consultation document can be viewed at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/561641/ex
ceptions-to-the-limiting-of-the-individual-child-element-of-child-tax-credit-and-the-child-
element-of-universal-credit-to-a-maximum-of-2-children.pdf 
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